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Grace Presbyterian Church, Orleans         April 12, 2020 

“The Power to Live”                        Easter Sunday 

Acts 10:34-43, Matthew 28: 1-10, John 20:1-18,  

1 Corinthians 15:12-20   

Pastor Jonathan 

 

Welcome to the most unusual Easter I have ever witnessed in my lifetime, 

and perhaps you can say the same. Easter is the most powerful day of the 

year, but it’s very different this year from our usual celebrations in years 

passed. You won’t be having the larger extended family around the table 

today, except by videoconference or the like. You won’t have even the same 

spirit of celebration, as you may be concerned about friends or relatives who 

have contracted the virus, may be in hospital, may be vulnerable.  

 

I would draw you back to the first Easter day, when Jesus’ friends and 

disciples were feeling the same way. They were shocked to hear and to see 

that their Lord and Master had died a horrible death on the cross. They 

couldn’t believe the Messiah would end up being tortured to death. That 

wasn’t the way the story was supposed to end. It was supposed end with 

deliverance from the Roman oppressors, from the pagan nation that ruled 

Israel and most of the known world. Now you and I know there is 

deliverance on Easter and there is salvation on Easter, but let’s go back with 

those disciples to the first Sunday after Jesus’ being tortured to death. 

 

And let’s go back to last year’s teaching, and something of what you are 

probably feeling right now.  I took an egg. It was an Easter egg, if you want 

to call it that. I noted how beautiful an egg is: its wonderful symmetry, its 

amazing design. It is a delivery system for life.  God knows what He is 

doing.  

 

You and I experience our lives like this egg. We have hopes and dreams for 

our lives. But all of us have experience bumps, and cracks and shattering of 

those dreams and hopes…haven’t we?  Just like this… [egg bumped, 

cracked, shattered…] 

 

And I went on last year to say we have experienced the same thing in our 

relationships, with the ones closest to us, haven’t we.  I took another egg and 

did the same with it, that you just saw. And then I took a third egg and talked 

about the church and our experience of it. Many of us knows what it feels 

like to be let down by the church. Church is not what I was hoping. I wasn’t 
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cared for the way I expected. People didn’t support me when I thought I 

needed it the most… and boom another cracked egg. We’ve all had that 

experience of the church.  

 

Then I talk about Jesus. Would He too be a disappointment, like what 

happens to our dreams, our relationships and the church? If you know Him, 

you know he walks with you through everything you go through…even 

abuse…even things that are unspeakable. But He does stick with you. He is 

different. His life ended brutally…like this egg…but then something 

amazing…shocking…a total surprise happened…  On that first Easter 

Sunday, he rose from the dead. The women saw Him first. They told His 

disciples, His followers, but they were skeptical.  They had to see for 

themselves and they did see the empty tomb. Then they saw Him. And they 

worshiped Him, as we are doing today. In fact, did you notice in John’s 

account, that Jesus tells Mary to not hold onto Him, because He hasn’t yet 

ascended to the Father.  Someone said on social media, that Jesus was trying 

to practice social distancing, but we don’t know why exactly. We just know 

He is alive! 

 

But perhaps you are skeptical about this coming back to life, this power to 

live again, that Jesus has. Perhaps you are especially skeptical in these days 

of viral infection and deaths. You’re not alone. I remember a person after a 

worship service in another city, who shared with me she didn’t believe in 

this resurrection stuff. You die and that’s it. That’s all. She was bold enough 

to tell me what she thought. But she isn’t alone. Apparently there were 

enough people in church in Corinth in Paul’s day that he had to write the 

way he did to them: “If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even 

Christ has been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is 

useless and so is your faith.” (1 Corinthians 15: 13-14) If that isn’t strong 

enough, Paul is telling you this worship and teaching is a waste of time, if 

you don’t believe in the resurrection, in the raising of Jesus from death to 

life; then listen to him a little more. Paul tells us that he and the apostles are 

false witnesses if Jesus didn’t raise from the dead, and if that is true then we 

too aren’t go to raise to new life, and we are to be pitied more than anyone 

else as Christians. You deserve to be mocked, Paul says, if Jesus didn’t rise 

from the dead. Your religion is a sham, if Jesus didn’t bodily and historically 

rise from death to life.  If this is just a story to make you feel good, then we 

are severely deluded and should be treated as imbeciles. Then we really 

should simply “Eat, drink and be merry, for tomorrow we die” (1 
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Corinthians 15:32); as was said in Corinth, quoting the pleasure seeking 

philosophers of the day.  What’s the point, if there is no resurrection? 

But if Jesus is truly raised from the dead; if the women and the disciples 

following Him did indeed see Him, touch Him, worship Him, listen to His 

teaching, ate with Him; then our lives are completely changed, we are 

transformed! 

 

Then if God is for us, who can be against this? (Romans 8:31) … Who shall 

separate us from the love of Christ? …Shall trouble or hardship or 

persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? (Romans 8:35) 

Shall that wicked COVID19? No. Shall we fear that virus and its effects on 

our lives or others?  No. 

 

Paul says: “For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor 

demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height 

nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 

the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39)  

 

Death won’t separate us from our Lord. This day is the day celebrating the 

power of life that Jesus brings to us, proven by his own experience of 

overcoming death.  He leads us as only He can.  And so the only question 

today is what is holding you back from fully trusting Jesus as your Lord and 

Saviour, as the One with Whom you can face any sickness, any plague, any 

suffering, any threat death and death itself.  

 

Jesus has the power to give you life and life eternal that never ends, right 

now. Receive it anew today. Receive Him anew today, whether you’ve 

know Him a long time, or whether this is the first time, or anything in 

between:  Say after me right now: “Lord I give myself to you right now,/ 

body, soul and spirit,/ all that I am is yours, / I give my hopes and dreams 

and fears to You, / I give my relationships to You, / I give my relationship to 

the Church to You, / the Church which is Your body, Your bride, Your love, 

/ help me see the Church as you see it, / I want to love what you love,/ I want 

to be your hands and feet in this broken world,/ Use me, Lord in Your 

service and to Your praise,/ In Jesus’ name. / Amen. 

 

Now if you’ve said that prayer, and want the reality of learning what it 

means to walk that out day by day, even in these crazy days of pandemic, 

don’t hesitate to tell us you have said that prayer, and we will help, in every 

way we can. You are important in God’s plan. Jesus wants your special gifts 
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to be used in His life giving plan to meet us all in these days. Tell us about 

your desire to serve Him here in Orleans and beyond. 

 

The Lord knows what you are going through. You may be receiving this 

message in the midst of life threatening news.  Please know that if you 

belong to Jesus, He has the power to bring life into your situation. He has the 

victory, even if the virus takes a physical life, He preserves the life of the 

One who has given their life to Him, and promises more life to come. That 

promise is for all of us who believe.  Believing is simply trusting Him. 

 

Your trust in Him will be tested in these days. Our prayers include 

intercessions, along with thousands of others for the Bringer of Death to 

passover Canada in a significant way. Not that we don’t deserve the 

judgment of death in our land where we have not honoured God as we 

should, our country of Canada, where we have moved away from Christian 

belief, ethics and legal practice, where we have moved away from clearly 

trusting in Jesus as a nation. We are asking for grace and mercy, for a 

smaller number of deaths than predicted, for many to recover from the virus. 

For many to have a chance to respond to Jesus as their Lord and Saviour. 

For many to turn away from their trust in their financial health, and their 

work, both of which may be destroyed or totally changed, turning away from 

that to trusting Jesus. 

 

And those of us who are blessed with much resources, lots of money in the 

bank, help us to learn the blessing of generosity in these days. Help us to 

“not be arrogant nor to put our hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to 

put our hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our 

enjoyment.” (1 Timothy 6:17) He commands us to do good, to be rich in 

good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share.  

 

Jesus’ resurrection changes our lives in so many ways. “ We are not our 

own. We are bought with a price, (the price of Jesus’ death) therefore honour 

God with your body.” (1 Corinthians 6:20) As we live day by day, more at 

home, let us continue to ask the Lord what it means to serve Him and one 

another in these days.  We thank the Lord for the certainty of His victory 

over death in our lives, and we trust Him for others, in Jesus’ name. 

 

Let us pray. 

 
 


